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CHANGING OF THE GUARD

By Jim Robertson & Andy Poland

Thirty-Seven years ago, after having left the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, my wife Judy and I, along
with a handful of others started Concerned Christians. At
that time our desire was to reach out to the Mormons
with the real Jesus Christ. That hasn’t changed. However
we came to realize that our primary goal was to educate
the Christian community about the deception of
Mormonism. Word got out that there was a couple who
wanted to not only educate people about the deception,
but to share what our research had uncovered about how
Joseph Smith succeeded in deceiving the people. Those
deceived were guilty of the same thing we were and that
was to believe in the Bible, but not know what it said.
That is not the case today because we know God’s word
very well.
For several years we held support groups in our home
until we out-grew it and began meeting in churches,
bookstores and other homes. We also had a heavy
schedule of teaching in churches, counseling Mormons
and teaching others how to witness.

Andy Poland and Jim Robertson

At the request of the King of Tonga, Judy and I were asked to come help his people understand why Mormonism was not from
God. We had the same experience in the Samoan Islands. After staying there for seven years, we were forced to move back to the
states because I had become seriously diabetic and you don’t want to trust the bush doctors for that. When we went to the South
Pacific, we left the ministry in the hands of our board and when we returned they asked me to resume as the Executive Director.
The ministry has steadily grown and finally we recognized a need to have our own facilities. We found a perfect location right
behind the Mesa Mormon Temple where we have been for several years. During these past many years we have had the privilege
of seeing many come to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior. I’ve also seen the diabetes take its toll on me and have been
encouraged by the doctors to slow way down. At the young age of 73, I decided it was time.
This is not easy to do, but I know I need to if I want to enjoy my grandkids while I still can. Judy and I now have a little home up in
Pine, Arizona. We will always look forward to our friends coming up to visit and enjoy the snow in the winter and the cool days in
the summer.
One of the many we have seen come to the Lord through this ministry, has been chosen to replace me. He has been teaching for
us now for about three years and may have even been to your church or may have counseled you or a family member. We are
very pleased to have Andy Poland as the General Manager of Concerned Christians and he will begin his job on January 5, 2009.
His profile is on page two, and you will see that he is well qualified for this position. I will remain as the Chairman of the Board and
will occasionally teach when needed, especially out of town or out of state or country.
I want to thank all of you who have supported us in prayer, physically and financially over these last 37 years and I pray that you
will continue to do so as the ministry is always in need of prayer and your gracious financial gifts. May God bless you all as He has
blessed Judy and me.
(Continued on page 2)
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The New Year brings a new era of change
within Concerned Christians. Jim Robertson
has decided to retire and has asked me to
join Concerned Christians as the new
General Manager. I enjoy the chance to tell
others about the differences between
Mormonism and Biblical Christianity. My
background gives me a unique viewpoint
into the Mormon world. I was born and
raised a Mormon, served a faithful LDS
Mission, was sealed (married) in the Mesa
Temple to my wife Lori and I am a convert to
Christianity of six years.
My wife and I both left Mormonism together
with our five children. Since that time I have
sought opportunities to talk with Mormons
and Christians alike to explain the
differences between my current relationship
with Jesus and my former faith.

Legacy
To me, the legacy of Jim Robertson will
always be how he helped my family and me
to come out of Mormonism and embrace
faith in Jesus. I met Jim and Judy Robertson
at a senior’s conference at Central Christian
Church. Jim was teaching at this conference
about his experience with Mormonism and
explaining the differences between
Mormonism and Christianity. Later I had an
opportunity to talk to Jim and Judy. At that
time in my life, I was considering whether
Christianity had anything to offer. I was
surprised that Jim and Judy’s demeanor was
so different than what I had been taught as a
Mormon. I expected to find these “AntiMormons” lecturing me about the evils of
Mormonism and telling me how bad it is to
be a part of the Mormon religion. I was
surprised when Jim and Judy began talking to
me about my relationship to Jesus and the
difficulties of leaving Mormonism.
Furthermore, Jim invited me to Concerned
Christians for a Mormon support group
meeting that week.
That Thursday night changed my relationship
with Christ in a way that I never expected. I
explained to the Christians who were in

attendance, that I was leaving Mormonism and
that I was in the process of getting “saved.” I
knew that there must be a number of things
that I must do to qualify for Christ’s grace. The
well-trained Christians present began to open
up the Bible and read verse after verse
explaining that salvation was not something I
did for Christ it was something that Christ did
for me. I remember as they read the words
from 1 John 5:11-13. “I write these things to
you who believe in the name of the Son of God
so that you may know that you have eternal
life.” These words hit me with power because I
knew that I believed in the son of God and
therefore I had eternal life right now. My faith
was no longer in my works presented to Christ
for his reward, but a simple belief that Christ
had saved me already by believing in him. That
was not the end of the miracles that night,
because they prayed that my wife would be
there the next week. I did not believe this was
possible but the next week she was there at
Concerned Christians.
As I became more involved with Concerned
Christians, Jim has always been there to help
guide and shape my outreach to the Mormon
Community. His mentorship has provided me
with opportunities to teach and has taught me
how to train others about how to witness to
Mormons.
The goal of Concerned Christians has always
been three things: first, to teach the Christian
Community about the different Christ that the
Mormons worship; second, to support
Mormons coming out of Mormonism and help
them develop a saving relationship with Christ;
third, to train new Christian Missionaries about
how to witness to Mormons. Jim has
embodied these core beliefs in his interactions
with me in my life and in the Christian
community.

The Future
In this new era of Concerned Christians, the
need to fulfill the ministry of Concerned
Christians has never been more necessary. As
the world faces a recession, the Latter-Day
Saints are making a push to increase their
ranks. The organized welfare system of the
Mormon Church is being used to attract
(Continued on page 3)
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financially strapped individuals around the
world. Moreover Concerned Christians is facing
its own financial crisis. Realizing the gravity of
the current situation, the words of Jesus come
to my mind. “Then he said to his disciples, ‘The
harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask
the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out
workers into his harvest field.’” Matthew 9:37.
Therefore it is my prayer that the Lord will send
more workers into the harvest and reach those
Mormons who are looking for Jesus. I look forward to what God has in store for me here and
want to take this opportunity to offer my services to you.



“The earth was created and this Church was restored so that
families could be formed, sealed, and exalted eternally.
Celestial marriage is a pivotal part of preparation for eternal
life. It requires one to be married to the right person, in the
right place, by the right authority, and to obey that sacred
covenant faithfully. Then one may be assured of exaltation in
the celestial kingdom of God.”
Elder Russell M. Nelson of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, Sunday
afternoon session of the 178th Semiannual General Conference on October
5, 2008 (Ensign, November 2008, Volume 38, Number 11, page 93).

POINT TO PONDER:

A BIBLICAL RESPONSE TO THE AMAZING MORMON QUOTE:
In him we were also chosen, having been predestined
according to the plan of him who works out everything
in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that
we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for
the praise of his glory.”
Ephesians 1:11-12

Happy New Year from the Staff and Volunteers of Concerned Christians...
May the LORD bless you and protect you. May the LORD smile on you and be
gracious to you. May the LORD show you his favor and give you his peace.

Exactly how inaccurate is the
Mormon Church in this Amazing
Quote? In fact, wasn’t God’s
real purpose, as stated in the
Bible that He created the earth
and everything in it for His own
pleasure, His own purpose, and
to bring glory to Him only?
Furthermore, didn’t Jesus say
there would be no marriage in
heaven? (see Matthew 22:2930). The Mormon Church
teaches these erroneous
fantasies for THEIR own selfish
pleasures, personal purposes
and false glorification.

Read the
Bible through
this year.

Numbers 6:24-26
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Top Five List of Mormonism’s Greatest Offenses
By Marsha Book—Volunteer Corner

Every once in a while I have to remind myself of the reason
why I write critically about Mormonism. I have several
Mormon neighbors whom I really appreciate their friendship
and neighborliness. And others whose names are included in
my personal e-mail address list. So, why “pick on” Mormons?
Reality soon takes hold, and it quickly comes to mind what is
most offensive to me about Mormonism: The teachings of
the Mormon Church stray far from the truth of historic
Christianity, yet they continue to give the illusion of being just
another regular denomination. And its deceptive nature gives
a false impression that goes largely undetected by new
converts and cradle Mormons alike. Hence the reason for this
“Top Five” list.

to alert anyone who is even the least bit educated in Biblical
knowledge away from Mormonism. The problem is, people
are not forewarned about Joseph Smith BEFORE converting to
Mormonism.

We should all try to memorize the following list and/or keep it
handy for witnessing. For the most part, it is taken from the
pamphlet, “Who Are the Concerned Christians?” compiled by
Jim and Judy Robertson; however, I have arranged the order
of appearance to coincide with what I personally feel to be
the worst of the worst offense at the top:

Marsha’s side note: The Bible is clear regarding anyone who
comes to genuine belief in Christ, that even the worst of their
sins can be forgiven (see 1 John 1:9). The only sin that will
NOT be forgiven is that of unbelief (see Mark 3:29). This leads
us to item number four below, almost seeming to contradict
item number three…

Number 1. Mormons criticize the Bible, claiming the Bible is
full of errors, mistranslations and missing books. Their 8th
Article of Faith says:

Number 4. Mormons minimize sin and its consequences.

We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as
it is translated correctly: we also believe the Book of
Mormon to be the word of God.”
“With the loss of the gospel, the nations of the earth
went into a moral eclipse called the Dark Ages.
Apostasy was universal.” (Doctrines of Salvation, Vol.
3, pp. 268-326; Mormon Doctrine by Bruce R.
McConkie, p. 44).
Marsha’s side note: If the Bible is discredited, then virtually
everything in the way of absolute truth is lost, leaving no
reliable source to call on for spiritual guidance.
Number 2. Mormons place Joseph Smith above Jesus Christ
in authority, relegating Jesus to a minor position in the
kingdom of God.
“Joseph Smith holds keys of this last dispensation,
and is now engaged behind the veil in the great work
of the last days. No man or woman in this
dispensation will ever enter into the celestial
kingdom of God without the consent of Joseph
Smith…He reigns there as supreme a being in His
sphere, capacity, and calling as God does in
heaven…” (Journal of Discourses, Vol. 7, p. 289).
Marsha’s side note: This idea is so outlandish and totally
foreign to Christian belief. This by itself ought to be enough
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Number 3. Mormons believe Christ’s blood is not sufficient
to cleanse all sin.
“Man may commit certain grievous sins – according
to his light and knowledge – that will place him
beyond the reach of the atoning blood of
Christ.” (Mormon Doctrine, by Bruce R. McConkie, p.
93; Doctrine of Salvation, by Joseph F. Smith, Vol. 1,
p. 135).

“Some degree of salvation will come to all who have
not forfeited their right to it;…” (The Articles of Faith,
by James E. Talmage, pp. 91 & 92).
Marsha’s side note: I remember Jim Robertson once told me
Mormons believe that the few people who will NOT be going
to heaven at all will be those such as himself, who are labeled
“apostates” (because he and Judy left the Mormon church
and joined a Christian church). So, I suppose Adolph Hitler
and the like are off the hook? What nonsense.
Number 5. Mormons believe in works to conform to
standards of personal righteousness.
“…for we know it is by grace that we are saved, after
all we can do.” [Underline added]. 2 Nephi 25:23;
Articles of Faith, p. 91-92; Doctrine and Covenants
76:52; Mormon Doctrine, p. 339).
Marsha’s side note: Grace alone is the vehicle by which we
are saved, through faith—not of ourselves, and not by our
own good deeds (see Ephesians 2: 8-9).
And there are many, many more examples of great offenses
taught and practiced by the Mormon church which are a huge
insult to Christianity, to say the least. Again, keep this
newsletter handy for when the opportunity presents itself to
be salt and light in a world where a lie can travel halfway
around the world before truth even has the chance to “put its
boots on,” as the saying goes. See page seven for more
witnessing resources.
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Dear Concerned Christians,

Dear Concerned Christians,

We’ll never forget the seminars you
presented at the Seniors Convention at
the Christian Church in Mesa. How we
wish they would resume them. Thanks
for your faithfulness in standing up for
the Lord Jesus. May God bless you is
our sincere prayer.
(Fresno, CA)

News reporting in Idaho is like watching
a finely crafted LDS commercial. In a
recent report on tithe giving in a
recession they interview several
churches then summarized by showing
the temple, Moroni, and an LDS church
along with an [LDS] returned missionary
holding up a Bible saying Christians
(lumping in the LDS church) believe the
Bible requires tithing. I wonder who is
buying into this blatant propaganda.
(Rigby, ID)

Dear Friends,
Thank you for another wonderful issue
of your newsletter. The article about
the baptisms for the dead (which take
place in the Mormon temples) was
especially informative.
(Riverside, CA)
Dear Jim & Judy,
Keep up the good work you are doing.
Your information in The CROSS is very
helpful in understanding LDS doctrine.
It is good to see your efforts are paying
dividends and helping many in their
walk with Christ.
(Phoenix, AZ)
Dear Concerned Christians or Mesa,
Please take me off of your mailing list. I
am not nearly as concerned as you
might think.
(Benson, AZ)
Dear Concerned Christians Staff,
Thank you for all you do to share the
Gospel with Mormons and us all. I
appreciate your dedication to the Truth
and to those lost within the Mormon
Church. Your ministry and God’s Word
has given me the knowledge, courage
and love to speak with confidence
about Mormonism and how different it
is from Christianity. So many people
here in South Carolina don’t understand
the dangers of Mormonism! I hope this
small amount will be multiplied for
great use.
Florence, SC

Hello Jim & Judy,
I just have to again thank you for
continuing to send me The CROSS. It
blesses me, humbles me, and yes,
makes me cry but most of all makes me
pray for Mormons that they will be lead
to your “rescue centers” and learn the
truth. I’m on SS and can’t send you a
donation as I did a couple years ago, but
you are so faithful to send me the
newsletter, thank you, thank you. I pray
daily for you and your wonderful work.
Two months ago a Mormon couple here
in Buckeye, their 13 year old son
committed suicide, my house church
group that meets each week to send
cards of encouragement prayed for
them that maybe through this terrible
thing they would turn to Jesus and the
Truth. Being long time Buckeye folk,
the family was of course known.
Buckeye has a very large Mormon
church here, it breaks my heart that
they are so mislead. Thanks again for
your courage, your mission, and I pray
those who are able will support your
cause.
(Buckeye, AZ)

Dear Concerned Christians,
Even though my name is off the records
of the church, the Relief society still
sends me their newsletter. I thought

you might enjoy this little “ditty” …
“Relief Society Presidency Message –
Dear sisters,
Lately my thoughts have turned to
the welfare of the sisters. Are we
doing all we can in this area? Marion
G. Romney said, ‘Let us work for what
we need. Let us be self reliant and
independent. Salvation can be
obtained on no other principle.
Salvation is an individual matter and
we must work out our own salvation
in temporal as well as in spiritual
things. I would encourage us to take
a moment and look at our individual
situation. Do you need to strengthen
your testimony? Do you need more
beans in your food storage? … Take
an inventory. Try to make a goal to
do one thing to improve your welfare.
The Lord loves each one of us. He
wants us to live with Him again. He
will do his part if we do ours. What
more could we be doing to hold up
our end of the bargain.’”
(Chubbuck, ID)
Dear Concerned Christians,
The [name omitted] Sunday School
group has been supporting Concerned
Christians for the past few years.
Recently we became aware of the
extreme need of [name omitted]
Mission. This year our financial support
will be sent to them. We continue to
support Concerned Christians ministry
and are wishing you the very best.
(Mesa, AZ)
Dear Concerned Christians,
Thank-you for sending Stacey [one of
Concerned Christians’ volunteer
teachers] to speak to our Bible class this
morning. She was outstanding in her
message concerning Mormonism!
What a lively, sincere, enthusiastic
presentation. We love her!
(Tempe, AZ)
(Continued on page 6)
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Without my friends’ bothersome statements, I would have
never really searched the scriptures looking for my answer.

Hello,
I am a military dependent living overseas. I found your group,
literally, through google. I have googled "Mormonism and
Christianity" many times, but somehow today I found your
website. Please share this with your group, it is my testimony!!!
My husband and I are new to the community we live in. By some
way, we both became good friends with Mormons. These 2
Mormons did not even know each other and were not friends of
each other. I have spent the last 8 months or so debating, praying,
is this a sign that I should convert?
I have been born and raised Christian, born a Lutheran and now
floating somewhere in the protestant community. Every time I
thought the prayer was answered, my friend would say something
else to spike my curiosity. She would say "I believe in pre-mortal
existence, where do you think YOU came from??" So, I would
spend countless hours researching, reading the bible. Looking in
the bible for any sign of proof that the Book of Mormon could be
true. I found lots of information from both sides. I thought God
was answering my prayer by giving me a path to Mormonism. For
a moment I almost felt relieved, since Mormonism seems to have
all the answers that mainstream Christians argue about! Such as
heaven, hell, the second coming, did the Native Americans go to
hell. After reading every inch of your site, I see people who used
to believe all these things and found their way to the true biblical
Jesus.
I think I realize now that God was not calling me to Mormonism,
he was:
1. Forcing me to read and research what it is I truly believe.

2. Show my friend that despite all of the information she gives me
on Mormonism, I am steadfast in the same faith I have had all my
life.
3. God has been testing me, giving me confidence in the Lord that
my faith now is not weak. A few years ago if I would have met this
friend then, I might have totally bought into Mormonism.
I thank God for my friend coming into my life. I now am active in
my home church and a more mature Christian because of it. As far
as my husband goes he is back to square one, not really practicing
Christianity, but thankfully not buying into Mormonism (I guess
his story is a whole other issue!!). He still has the same friend, but
my husband and I agree that Mormonism may claim to have all
the answers, but if a human has all the answers what do they
think they need a god for??
Mormonism according to your website, has lots of rituals and
ceremonies that I would have never seen until I had been in the
church a while. I am so glad that I found all this information
before I decided to join this church.
I am proud to be a Christian where you don't find out strange
rituals and rites of passage after you have been in a while. That
sounds like Scientology. And now, I can answer questions when
someone asks me what I believe!
Thanks so much, and I will pray for your group to flourish and
grow. With Love,
(Received by e-mail)

Ex-Mormon Support
Groups:

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUT
OUR NEW LOOK ON THE WEB...

www.concernedchristians.com

There are five Concerned Christians
support groups in Arizona:
Mesa in the East Valley, Glendale/
Peoria in the West Valley, Prescott
Valley in north-central Arizona,
Taylor in northeastern Arizona, and
Tucson in southern Arizona.
For times and directions to the
location nearest you, call the Mesa
office at 480-833-2537.
Please Note: The Mesa meeting
starts at 7:00 PM on Thursday
evenings.

Concerned Christians of the White
Mountains:

Weekly Prayer at
Concerned Christians:
We encourage all of our MetroPhoenix area friends to join us in
prayer for our LDS neighbors every
Monday, 7:00-8:00 pm at our Mesa
office, 525 East Broadway Road (two
blocks east of Mesa Drive, southwest
corner of Broadway Road and
Pioneer). Hosted by Duane
Strohmeyer of Concerned Christians.

Meets every fourth Friday of the month at 6:00 pm at
Calvary Baptist Church in Show Low. For directions to
Calvary Baptist Church you can call 928-537-7555 or go
to their website at
www.calvaryshowlow.org
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and go to Directions. Meetings will consist of a one hour
class on the difference between Mormonism and biblical
Christianity, then an hour of open discussion.

In all things we give praise to our LORD.

Concerned Christians Witnessing Resources

January—February 2009

Triple Combination, The by Colleen Ralson

You may go to our secure website at:

Use of the Bible in the BOM & Early Events Reflected in the BOM

www.concernedchristians.com

by H. Michael Marquardt

for book and video descriptions, prices and to place your order.
Or, call us to place an order, at (480) 833-2LDS [833-2537]. Just
have your VISA or MasterCard handy when you call.

View of the Hebrews by Ethan Smith
Where Does It Say That? compiled by Bob Witte
Why Egyptologists Reject the Book of Abraham
Reprinted by Jerald and Sandra Tanner

BOOKS BY CONCERNED CHRISTIANS AUTHORS
Out of Mormonism by Judy Robertson
Witness to Mormons by Concerned Christians

AUDIO

False Prophesies of Joseph Smith by Jim Robertson and Dick Baer

Understanding Your Mormon Neighbor by Jim Robertson

Understanding My Mormon Friends’ Faith and Mine by Judy Robertson
No Comparison by Concerned Christians
Potholes on the Road to Paradise by Judy Robertson
Basic Teachings of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Tract by Concerned
Christians
Mormonism Tract Pack (13 tracts) by Concerned Christians

****************************************************

SPECIAL: While Supplies Last!
These VHS Videos are $5.00
⇒ DNA vs. the Book of Mormon
⇒ The Lost Book of Abraham

BOOKS BY OTHER AUTHORS

****************************************************

3,913 Changes in the BOM by Jerald and Sandra Tanner

VIDEOS AND DVDS

An Address to all Believers in Christ by David Whitmer

The Bible vs. the Book of Mormon (DVD)

An Examination of B.H. Roberts’ Secret Manuscripts by Wesley P. Walters
Answering Mormon’s Questions by Bill McKeever

DNA vs. the Book of Mormon (VHS or DVD)
Freemasonry: Darkness to Light (DVD)

Archaeology and the BOM by Jerald and Sandra Tanner

Jim Robertson Talks to LDS Missionaries (DVD)

Beyond Mormonism by James R. Spencer

Joseph Smith’s Temple of Doom (DVD)

…by his own hand upon papyrus by Charles M. Larson

Understanding Your Mormon Neighbor (DVD)

Changes in Joseph Smith’s History by Jerald and Sandra Tanner

Mormonism: The Christian View (DVD)

Confessions of John D. Lee reprinted by Jerald and Sandra Tanner

Temple of the God Makers (DVD)

Evolution of the Mormon Temple Ceremony by Jerald and Sandra Tanner
God’s Word: Final, Infallible and Forever by Floyd McElveen

The Lost Book of Abraham (VHS or DVD)
Mormon Dilemma (DVD)

Have You Witnessed to a Mormon Lately? by James R. Spencer

God Makers (DVD)

Joseph Smith and Polygamy by Jerald and Sandra Tanner

Mormonism: Has Anything Changed? (DVD)

Joseph Smith Begins His Work, Vol. 1

Lifting the Veil of Polygamy (DVD)

Joseph Smith Begins His Work, Vol. 2
Joseph Smith’s Egyptian Alphabet and Grammar

SPANISH MATERIALS

Joseph Smith’s History by His Mother by Lucy Mack Smith
Joseph Smith’s Plagiarism of the Bible by Jerald and Sandra Tanner
Journey From Mormonism by Christine Carroll
Latter-day Saints: Where Did You Get Your Authority by Hal Hougey
Long Way Home, The by Paul Trask
Mormon Claims Answered by Marvin Cowan

New!

El Mormonismo: Póngalo a Prueba (Witness to Mormons)
– by Concerned Christians
El Mormonismo y Yo (Mormonism, Mama & Me) by Thelma Geer
La Biblia contra El Libro de Mormón (Bible vs. the Book of Mormon) – DVD
Los Mormones: Sus Doctrinas Refutadas a la Luz de la Biblia

Mormonism 101 by Bill McKeever and Eric Johnson

(Mormon Claims Answered) – by Marvin Cowan

Mormonism Exposed by William Swartzell

El ADN Contra El Libro de Mormón (DNA vs The Book of Mormon) – DVD

Mormonism, Magic and Masonry by Jerald and Sandra Tanner

Los Creadores de Dioses el Templo Mormón (God Makers) – DVD

Mormonism: Shadow or Reality? by Jerald and Sandra Tanner
Mountain Meadows Massacre, The by Josiah Gibbs
No Man Knows My History by Fawn Brody
Point by Point by Steven Lee

El Libro Perdido de Abraham (The Lost Book of Abraham) – DVD
Enseñanzas Básicas de La Iglesia de Jesucristo de Los Santos de los Últimos Días
(Basic Teachings of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints) – tract by Concerned Christians

Quetzalcoatl – Jesus in the Americas by Eric Johnson
The Mormon Scrapbook: A Christians Guide for Reaching LDS
by Daniel Thompson
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2008 Statement of Giving
If you made any donations to Concerned Christians during 2008
and would like us to send you a donation statement, call and
leave a message at our office any time (480-833-2537) or e-mail
cheri@concernedchristians.org.

